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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
South Florida Ecological Services Office

1339 20thStreet
Vero Beach, Florida 32960

United States Department of the Interior

July 21, 2006

RECEIVED
;) yo J lL~ "4.(:0<..,

Stuart J. Appelbaum
Planning Division
V.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 4970
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

Attention: Yvonne Haberer

Service Section 7 Code: 441420-2006-0072
Date Received: July 3, 2006

Project: Lake Okeechobee
Regulation Schedule

Dear Mr. Appelbaum:

Thisletter acknowledges !heFisli andWUdl!fe Service's (Servi£e) receipt of your June 30, 2006.
letter requesting initiatio~ of,formal coIis:u1tation:underthe provisions of section 7 of the .

Endangered Species Act of 1~973,as am.ended(Act) (87 Stat. 884; 16 V.S.C. 1531 et seq.) The
consultation concef!1sthe possible effects ofthe proposed revisIon to the Water Supply
and Environmental regulation schedule for Lake Okeechobee on the Everglade snail kite
(Rostrhamus sociabilis plum beus), wood stork (Mycteria americana), West Indian manatee
(Trichechus manatus), bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), eastern indigo snake (Drymarchon
corais couperi), Okeechobee gourd (Cucurbita okeechobeensis), and Cape Sable seaside sparrow
(Ammodramus maritimus mirabilis).

All the information required to initiate consultation was either included with your letter or is
otherwise accessible for our consideration and reference. In future correspondence on this
consultation, please refer to the assigned Service Section 7 Code 41420-2006-0072.

The Service has been coordinating with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) on this
proposal since early in the projectplanning phase. Based on our knowledge of the project and

\ .

our preliminary analysis of the modeling results available on-line, we concw with the Corps'
determination that the proposed project .willhave "no effect" on the bald eag~e,eastern indigo
snake, West Indian manatee, and the Cape Sable seaside sparrow, OFresult in destruction or
adverse modification of designated critical habitat for the manatee. We also concur that the
project "may affect" the Everglade snail kite, wood stork, and Okeecl1obeegourd, and we will
include these three species in the biological opinion produced from t4is consultation. Our early
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analysis indicates that your assertion of net positive effects for the wood stork and the gourd are
possibly correct. However, at this time we cannot agree that the project will have a beneficial
effect on the Everglade snail kite. Our complete analysis of the effects of this project on the
snail kite and its critical habitat will be included in the biological opinion. This concurrence
applies to those federally listed species under the jurisdiction of the Service; a separate
concurrence will be required for species under the jurisdiction of the National Marine Fisheries
Service.

Section 7 allows the Service up to 135 days to prepare our biological opinion (unless we
mutually agree to an extension). Therefore, we expect to provide you with our biological
opinion no later than November 15, 2006.

As a reminder, the Act requires that after initiation of formal consultation, the Corps may not
make any irreversible or irretrievable commitment of resources that limits future options. This
practice ensures that agency actions do not preclude the formulation or implementation of
reasonable and prudent alternatives that avoid jeopardizing the continued existence of threatened
or endangered species or destroying or modifying their critical habitats.

Thank you for your cooperation in protecting the fish and wildlife resources of south Florida. If
you have additional questions about this consultation or the consultation process in general,
please call Doug Chaltry at 772-562-3909, extension 320, or Robert Pace at extension 239.
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Acting Field Supervisor
South Florida Ecological Services Office

cc:

District, West Palm Beach, Florida (Susan Gray)
FWC, Tallahassee, Florida (Mary Ann Poole)
FWC, Okeechobee, Florida (Don Fox)
DOl, Miami, Florida (Terrence Salt)
Service, Jacksonville, Florida (Miles Meyer)
Service, Atlanta, Georgia (Dave Homing)
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